SUPREME COURT &

CIVIL LIBERTIES
4-5 Week \VW(UW% nir
Teach these core Civics topics with
confidence using this complete unit.

20 mix & match student activities plus a
70+ slide instructional slide deck

Unit overview and pacing guide

Overarching unit and daily lesson inquiry
questions to drive the content

Step-by-step daily lesson plans with
accommodation ideas, lesson takeaways,
and detailed answer keys

Standards-aligned student “l can...,”
review, and unit note-taking sheets

DBQ-style culminating essay assessment
and authentic PBL project




CIVICS & GOVERNMENT TOPICS

v'Original Constitution: Preamble, Article Ill,
Supremacy Clause, George Mason'’s “Objections”,
Federalist Paper No. 78

v'Bill of Rights: Origins backstory, Amendments 1-10,
Equal Protection Clause of the 14" Amendment

v'Justices: Strict & loose interpretation, Basics of being
a Federal Judge, Current 9 Supreme Court Justices

v'Landmark Supreme Court Cases: Process for cases
to reach the Supreme Court, 40 Landmark Cases
dealing with Free Expression, Privacy, Criminal
Proceedings, and Equality

“ My students loved the depth of this PBL. They truly
embraced studying each of the civil liberties and their
Constitutional Rights granted by the Supreme Court. —
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My Bill of Rights

To balance out the strong national government laid out in the original Constituion, a8 compromise was
agreed upon to immedialely pass a set of amendments (o secure various basic individual rights. So,
while not technically part of the original C . those 10 known as the
Bill of Rights) are the foundation of our individual liberties, While 17 additional amendments have also
since been passed (including several on voting rights), no one is more fundamental than the 14™
Amendment’s right to equal treatment. So, this is included here with the first ten.

Read each amendment, define unknown words, and paraphrase the rights listed within them,

Amendment Paraphrase

Amendment 1: Congress shall make no law respectng an
establshment of relgion, of prohibiting the froo exercise hereol;
e abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; of the fight of
the pecple peaceably 10 assemble, and 1 pedition e
Government for & redrass of grievances.

Amendment Il: A well roguiated Niktia, boing necossary 1o the
security of 8 free State, the nGht of the pecple 1o keep and bear

Print & digital versions of student
activities are included!
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Use gummy
bears to «_
challenge and |pm
assess learning!

VARIETY OF ACTIV&TIE& /

Closely read the Bill of Rights and key Constitution
and Founders’ excerpts

Simulate the challenge of interpreting the la and
distinguish strict and loose interpretation styles

Research the current members of the Supreme Court
Create posters of landmark Supreme Court decisions
Strengthen learning with puzzles and diorama

Examine political cartoons & news articles on current
constitutional issues

68

Solid resource that can easily be adapted to my
different Civics/Government classes. - Doris M.

This resource is incredibly thoughtful, thorough,
engaging, and accessible! - Joshua H.
9




SUPPORTS & SCAFFOLDS

Review content with Bill of
Rights sorting activities

Collaborative, spatial
Tarsia puzzle to promote

deeper thinking &
demonstrate learning
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v Unit-long inquiry question with note-taking
for deepening understanding

v' Lesson-specific inquiry questions to build
toward overarching unit inquiry

v Collaborative end-of-unit brainstorming
exercise

v' Detailed outline template form

v' Step-by-step instructional slides to guide
outlining process

v Thesis & topic sentence templates

AN

Essay writing skill how-to handouts
v" Student-friendly rubrics

© Let's Cultivate Greatness




i

il

ummchomtuuuumuqmdquw fme.__—____——- .

SchooL-SPonAoned, S Pn%wt -
* HOW wiLL you EXERCISE YOUR CONST| TIONAL RIGHT? «
Whariés a vexy mx—nrmrmwvynm?wm-mtm_nnm onare? What i SUT CYPNUTS Jour pussion

STEP #1: BRAINSTORM ISSUE & LEARN THE RULES /
Decide the one broad aspect of modem life about which You are most passionate. Circle or wriy/
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e ’5%%;'%“ Practice Constitutional rights in real life with
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The specific issue of,..
On this issue, | passionately bekeve, .,

| this authentic exercise in protected speech.

Challenge your understanding of Constitutio
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fi v Deep-dive into the case laws on free
| speech in public schools

v’ Brainstorm, research, & ec.JIiting
forms, detailed student-friendly

rubrics

YOUR STUDENTS WILL LOVE
THIS PROJECT!
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SUPPORTS & ASSESSMENTS [
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v'Pacing guide with standards
checklist =

MY TURN >

v'Daily driving questions, bell ringers, § -

MY TURN >

DECISION

& closures
v Step-by-step lesson plans E7
v'Lesson background & takeaways =
v Answer keys & rubrics
v'Graphic note taking sheets
v Skill how-to handouts
v'Instructional slide deck
v Print & digital options
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CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS

General Notes continued

Unit Review & Standards, Skills Sheets (Google Doc version Review & Standards Skill Sheets)
These handouts guide students in taking control of their learning Students can use the Unit & Standards to

e § CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS

This file con An inquiry unit exploring the protections of our highest held right:
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MY BILL OF RIGHTS

Suggested Lessons
e onignel Constitution - share how in the 27 total amendments, not all deal with individual rights (some address.
common Good istsd) bt the fes 10 and the 14% A s o at of he . anraad
the Amendms
gerat s, MY BILL OF RIGHTS
* For the romany

* Give the backstory of the creation of the Bill of Rights, e back to the debate that followed the ratfication of the

and tanscript fles in case they over become unsvailable.
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rights by the people, inchuding your students. These nghts apply 1o all pecple within the

The Original Constaution  Urysed States, not just citizens. Be sure 1o stress this.
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My Bill of Rights continued
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Wide range of ways
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Congress shall make no law respecti
establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or

the richt af the neanle

assist your

to deny or disparage others

Supreme Court
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Display content to
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the Owner, nor in time of war,
but in a manner to be .
prescribed by law. h in the
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ACTIVITY

editable Google
file options for all
student materials to
tailor to your
classroom needs

H & BRAINSTORM MESSAGE
i Gepth 10 your 198

retained by the people.

Justices

AMENDMENT IX

Step-by-step

When thinking about free speech, privacy, criminal

N

Justice
Samuel Alito

proceeding, and equality

1 Are they mostly crystal clear or vague?

essay support

</

2 Are they mostly too broad or narrow?

3 Do they fa
individual libj

4 Are they ba

Whid|
take|

THESIS: Even though my Constitutional rights
are/aren’t... <counterclaim>, when it comes it <claim 1>
because... and <claim 2>, which.... <so, whae>.
COUNTERCLAIM: While <right>..
STRONGEST CLAIM: However, <right>..
SECOND CLAIM: Additionally, <right>..

CONCLUSION: My Constitutional rights today are...

Justice
Ketanji Brown
Jackson Whatisavery

recent or
ongoing
specific issue

M

I hope/feel/worry/wonder..

ESSAY TEMPLATE

TIIITT JUOTITT

John Roberts

SLIDE DECK

about which you
are passionate?
What powerful
message
P captures your
passion?
"
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