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Strengthen the real-world writing skills of crafting a
powerful letter in this complete step-by-step kit. ' LETTER TO THE EDITOR

OVERVIEW

LETTER TO THE EDITOR , .

SO MANY USES
Use as part ot a choice board

Practice weekly or bi-weekly

Incorporate into your Current Issues,
Civics, social studies, or writing class

Use along with following current
events in your class

BOTH PRINT & PAPERLESS INCLUDED
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LETTERTO THEEDITOR

OVERVIEW

I=| A very short (less than 200 words) piece with a strong position written by a reader in response to
a previously published article or editorial, or occasionally a very timely issue. Considered the

| “comment” section before the age of the intemet, it requires a fresh idea or angle, a criticism, or

; an extension of the main idea in the original work. Often, it opens with a reference to the original
work or issue and closes with a meaningful thought, rhetorical question, or a call to action.

To succinctly, often with wit and a fresh lens, make one's point on a specific topic or another’s i
writing may seem like a natural talent, but it is absolutely practiced and perfected. It's the
outside-the-box thinkers, the devil's advocates, the critical readers with a creative flair who define [

success in the 21" century. |=<

HEADER
Provide all the information requested by the publication.
* Include full name, city, phone number, and email address
Ensure letter length is contained within the word count limit

1-2 ODUCTION SENTENCES

e original article or widely known issue.

columnist, date of publication, and location in the newspaper
more with Elizabeth Hendrix’s “We must fix the school levy
[April 5, Metro] that we need to...

at our state’s public university 4-year graduation rate is 48%
ime low, October 22, front page]

our legislators feel it's necessary to spend time

ity 1O

AGRAPHS

ering, or rhetorical question.

blish those the most!)

t for moving forward
{t memorable!

SUPPORT M

Included forms and how-to sheets highly scaffold the
writing process from start to finish.

WHAT'S INCLUDED

Step-By-Step Overview Sheet of
what's included in a letter

3 Sample Letters with annotations
showing different letter options

Retflections & Rubrics in half-sheet
and full-sheet options
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FREQUENTLY AS

What grades is this best for? 5

It was designed for high school students. However, if your middle school students are strong writers and you are looking for a
more real-world writing exercise, this could work. Be sure to examine the preview and product description closely to decide if
this resource is a good fit for your students.

Is this editable?

The rubric is available in print PDF and an editable Google Doc file that can be customized to meet your student's needs. The
overview and sample letter sheets are available in print PDF and non-editable Google Slides.

Can | use this in a homeschooling setting?

Definitely! The step-by-step overview and sample letter guide you and your student(s) through this complete writing process
for this writing format and skills.

What standards does this support?
Several! This kit supports writing, research, and social studies standards from various states, including:

* Develop writing by planning, revising, and editing

« Conduct research to answer a question; gathering relevant information from multiple authoritative sources
* Introduce, develop, and support a claim with relevant evidence; address the counterclaim

* Follow proper grammar and punctuation conventions; create a works cited

* Produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience
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