REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY IN
THE 3 BRANCHES
% Week '\YW(U'\Y(/} it

Cover this core content with confidence
without getting lost in the weeds!

il ¥ 26 varied student activities plus a 45-slide
instructional slide deck

v' Unit overview and pacing guide

il v/ Overarching unit and daily lesson inquiry

questions to drive the content

il v Step-by-step daily lesson plans with

i accommodation ideas, lesson takeaways,

and detailed answer keys

1 v Standards-aligned student “l can...,” unit
‘ review, and unit note-taking sheets

v' DBQ-style culminating essay assessment
and authentic PBL project

PRINT & DIGITAL OPTIONS INCLUDED
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CIVCS & GOVERNMENT TOPICS

v'Federal Government Broadly: representative democracy,
checks & balances, how to reach out to elected officials,
current members of each branch’s leadership

v'Legislative Branch: Article I; requirements, powers, set up
of Congress; how a bill becomes a law; Congress'’s
demographic makeup

v'Executive Branch: Article Il; requirements, powers, set up
of the President; the role of the Cabinet; Presidential job
approval ratings; the electoral college

v'Judicial Branch: Article lll; Supreme Court & federal
courts system; current Supreme Court docket

| ABSOLUTELY loved this! It's very well thought out and requires
students to truly engaged with the content .— Katlynn C.

The unit connected government to everyday life. It was a great
project with LOTS of good resources and information! — Kelsey F’
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VARIETY OF ACTIVIT!ES »

Closely read & analyze Articles 1, 2, 3

Explore checks & balances, including the
people’s power to check government

Research the current members of Congress,
Cabinet, & Supreme Court

— Analyze demographic data of current federal

Collaborative sort ) 2% officers, comparing to the US’s broader data
game for how a bill e

becomes a law

Analyze current presidential job approvals &
Supreme Court docket

Simulate the electoral college vote

68

This unit is expertly done and updated. There are
.| Play Race to 270 to . :
] teach the Electoral not enough adjectives to describe the depth and

gicégle)ge (just add usefulness of these units. Thank you!! - Kara G.

LY
o

”




FEDERAL OFFIC | Foseph R. Biden
pageis *-

Throughout the unit, research and create one-pagers
of all the White House Cabinet members, leaders in
Congress, and Supreme Court Justices.
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DBO ESSAY

v Unit-long inquiry question with note-taking
for deepening understanding

v' Lesson-specific inquiry questions to build
toward overarching unit inquiry

v Collaborative end-of-unit brainstorming
exercise

AN

Detailed outline template form

AN

Step-by-step instructional slides to guide
outlining process

N

Thesis & topic sentence templates

N

Essay writing skill how-to handouts
v" Student-friendly rubrics
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INTERVIEW ESSAY

Connect students’ developing ideas on the unit’s
guiding inquiry by challenging them to ask a
community member in a memorable conversation.

v" Project overview to break down

tasks—develop pick interviewee,
write questions, and write essay

v Writing samples of essay and thank
you note & sample questions

v" Rubrics, project overview, edit
handouts for each step

PROMOTE ACTIVE LISTENING
& COMMUNITY-BUILDING

© Let's Cultivate Greatness
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TAKE A PEEK.. /.

Real-life photos of leaders
of each branch

Print PDF & editable
Google file options for all

ACTIVITY

student materials to tailor 3

to your classroom needs

i o 2 : ) \ BOVERALL, what word best translates
- your letter grade?

Overwhelmingly Clearly
Mostlv _ Sufficientl

Consistently
Occasionally

/

What OVERALL LETTER GRADE

do you give our government for
being a representative

After reviewing everything

How ARE and AREN'T the 3
branches fulfilling

REPRESENTATIVE
DEMOCRACY?

Capture OVERALL, then provide EXAMPLES.

’+§ U BRAINSTORM

acy? FIER
B - solidly, 80-89%
- inadequate, 60-69%
n is, 0-597%
r Outline Sheet
N #1: ESSAY CLAIM

Step-by-step

SLIDE DECK

essay support
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Article I: Legislative Branch

Ideas, points of confusion, and questions. Paraphrase the election requirements, powers, and

As you read Article | of the US Constitution and the 17" Amendment that altered &, annotate for key

responsibilibes of this branch. Note that the text in talics has been replaced with later amendments.
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