CREATIVITY & PROBLEM SOLVING

6.one-hour.lessons to strengthen creativity and
problem-solving skills. This kit is a must-have for

any StuCo advisor or Leadership teacher!

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE
Physical & Mental Games

Artistic Challenges
Collaborative Problem Solving
Storytelling Activities
STEM Invention Challenges

EVERYTHING IS NO- OR LOW-PREP
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* Depending on time, have stucy

b a e e - ‘
Creadvity ¢ Proolem-Sovng Lessn %6

AND NOW WHAT?

Today's Focus Skills: Datermination, Goal Setting, Storyboarding
Today's Specific Goal: To brainstorm and envision the actions steps in achieving a desired goa
Anticipated Challenge: Students may struggle to consider smallor, but necessary, steps

55 Vinte worm-up Achviy
A Squiggly Story
Materials Needed: a copy of A Squiggly Story, by Andrew Lasen
* Circle the students up 10 resd aloud the book A Squiagly Story (ether having one person read snd sh
the whole book or pass it around having students each read one page)

Debriet:

* What positive or admirable traits does the young By

+ What's something you wanted to do very much
you buid up to being able to do it?

* Were you able 10 do # eventually? How did th

does his sister nurture them?
0't do it yot at that point? How dicl

Materials Needed: encugh copies of scer

* Divide the students into heterogeneoy
with as well as & blank And Now Wha'

* Go over with students the concept of
producers, etc. plan out each sceng
Mor projects — the clearer the plf
Sive students time in their group/
step plan o realistically achieve

cenancs, different




Creoiviny « Prooiem-Soving

NATURE MADE

Today’s Focus Skills: Self-Reflection, Conceptual Thinking

Today's Specific Goal: To think of and share new viays of regarding ideas or objects
Anticipated Challenge: Students may struggle to challenge themselves to think outside the
and want to stick to tight, rather than abstract, connections

5-5 vinute WoYm-Up Actiit
Why... Because..,

SUPPORT

L)
3" : cher Overview
* Hand out one Why... Because... slip to each student e a
* Have students write down one light-hearted thing they wonder about to finish the Why. portion f
* Give students some examples to help them brainstorm a good scientific, social, linguistic, etc t

Why are both male and female lady bugs called "ladly”2/ Why do we call where we park our care 5
driveway? / Why are there no black or brown flowers? 7 Wh

'y are only a few people left-handed?
* When students have written their Why... question, collect them up. then redistribute them back out 1o

the students 5o that each student 9ets a question that isn't their own & e S S O I I p I a I I S
* Give students a set amount of time of 3-5 minutes to brainstorm and write their most creative, wittiest I —
most plausible answer after the Because, Portion {the objective is NOT to write the actual real answer if
the student happens to know it; if the student does, then a swap slips) \

"t gets 3 new slip b

* Collect the slips UP #gain and redistribute randomly out
* Have each student read the question and answer aloud and j¢ e which is the most
Creative, wittiest, or plausible answer

° L)
L)
. Xl
* OPTIONAL: have students look up and share the rea! ansy/ x S I O
* NOTE: this same exercise can work wel for more serious/ |
(ex. Why do so many students skip assemblies? Why do/ B lunch?), 11 148 \
this would be a great truss. ang community-buitd actiy’ {1l °
- 4 § Bl X S °

strongest leadership trait; inchude any/

maximums for objects ' :
* Give students an allotted amount of [ 4!
* Have students circle vp and each/ !

their strongest trait / X
* After everyone has shared, hay’

gluing together

Debrief: /
* What made the funniest answers 50 funny? J
* What was the most difficult part about coming y/

Materials Needed: hot glue, access to the ¢/
* Aancunce the challenge: students are t/

* Wspece allows, display the /

Exit Ticket / Deobrief:  / CI Ia I Iel I !;’ E
. easy or difficult v, !
<oy

“meanip

“I used this for a "free choice Friday" leadership elecjclve. My
colleague and | used the activities for ice bre;akers, Ci-f;:li;j?n
prompters, and more. This is a very helpfu resou |
can be used in any classroom or camp setting!
— Hannah H.
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