POSITION PAPE

Build a strong foundation of the basic 5-paragraph
essay with this complete step-by-step kit.

WHAT'’S INCLUDED
Add to any unit for a real PBL

Assign instead of a regular essay

RiT

POSITION PAPER

PROJECT STEPS
What’s your position?  What should be done about this problem?  What can be leaned here?

1) Review the prompt. Jot down three ideas that come to m d regarding that issue.

2) Freewrlt for 10 minutes.

\. te without stopping, using the three topics or ideas hat poppe/
* Ifyou get stuck, keep writing the las Woﬂf;ouwrmuﬂlhnc

What was the best idea you took aw?

3) Create a plan for your essay a dhold
* Make suro you have narrowed your position down to
* Spend some time brains!

+ Gl conference once you have J s wg“f""?%

What was the bigge:

4) Outline your essay.
* After a firm and precise thesis,

Incorporate into your Current Issues,
Civics, Social Studies, or Writing class

Use an end-of-course research
capstone project

BOTH PRINT & PAPERLESS INCLUDED
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POSITION PAPER

SAMPLE ESSAY

Vake fope and

REMEMBER

Lead with a strong hook and clear position

Mix a few pieces of sourced evidence with personal expertise
Connect back to the hook in closing

poston cear ’\

Banning Cellphones in School Isn't the Answer, Educating Teenagers Is

Nomophopia. A newer word not
ubiquitous: the foar of being wit
3 quiz asking participants to rate
smartphone would scare me.” O
uncomfortable because | would

from fancy Latin roots; it is simph
revealed upwards of two-thirds

changer in two decades. Despit
these devices also isolate peopld
sleep-deprrved teenagers, and sf
things, making it absolutely img
problem, just like with cyberbu®

The original iPhone was releasd
were tutorials on using it and sh
i anyone know just how much
banking 10 tracking weather by

five-ounce device. People know
thanks to the smartphone. In fac
the Pew Research Center, and
device for all their important (an
where the number ncreases to

However, knowing how to have
nathing is more conceming than

POSITIONPAPER

ERVIEW

= A short- to medium-length essay with a strong, supported argument with a clear position on a debatable

< topic, supported by ample evidence, that precisely addresses a prompt. A frequent staple in the classroom,

| the S-parapgraph argumentative essay or position paper is the best gauge of one’s critical thinking and
research on a topic being examined

The skill of firmly deciding, articulating, and supporting one’s POSItion in & suctinct argument, takes E
deliberate practice. But in practicing this deep thinking and careful articulation, one’s mind gains an
unquestionable and invaluable sharpaess, agility, and critical eye— all highly demanded 21%-century life [T
and job skills. |=€

more anxious, left out, and di
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DlSAGREE text, then end with a strong thesis
Do YOU AGREE OR wowthat s spnghetep=e”  Rail, provide an overview or background on the larger issue
Jon? ahoncy e wine RprECis, unique, and impassioned thesis statement

pOSITION PAP E
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HEADER & TITLE
Provide exactly the information that is required
* Include name, age, residency, graduation year, word count- anything that is required
« Craft a title that addresses the prompt and position taken

INTRODUCTION

a compelling anecdote, or a vivid scene

wopler 10 e s

include further background in the first

beginning, it’s often easier to
ur position

HOULD BE DONE?

17 What's the best 50
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SUPPORT M

Included forms and how-to sheets highly scaffold the
writing process from start to finish.

WHAT'’S INCLUDED
Step-By-Step Project Sheet

Overview, Brainstorming,
Researching & Outlining Sheets

Sample Letter, Edit Checklist
Reflections & Rubrics
Writing Skill Sheets
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FREQUENTLY AS

What grades is this best for? 5

It was designed for high school students who are continuing their practice of argumentative essay writing. However, if your
middle school students are stronger writers already, this could work. Be sure to examine the preview and product description
closely to decide if this resource is a good fit for your students.

Is this editable?

The planning, outlining, and rubric forms are available in print PDF and an editable Google Doc file that can be customized to
meet your student's needs. The how-to reference sheets are available in print PDF and non-editable Google Slides.

Can | use this in a homeschooling setting?
Definitely! Step-by-step forms for brainstorming, outlining, and editing forms and detailed how-to sheets with a sample
letter and skill sheets guide you and your student(s) through this complete writing process for this writing format and skills.

What standards does this support?
Several! This kit supports writing, research, and social studies standards from various states, including:

* Develop writing by planning, revising, and editing

« Conduct research to answer a question; gathering relevant information from multiple authoritative sources
* Introduce, develop, and support a claim with relevant evidence; address the counterclaim

* Follow proper grammar and punctuation conventions; create a works cited

* Produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience
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