YPI!JI!IMMHHIMH!? |

FOUNDATIONS OF AMEICAN

2 Week WWLU\Y% NI
Kick off your Civics class with.confidence on
Day 1 with this complete unit.

! v 25 mix & match student activities plus a
| 60-slide instructional slide deck

fll v Unit overview and pacing guide (i
il v Overarching unit and daily lesson inquiry
il questions to drive the content

v’ Step-by-step daily lesson plans with |
accommodation ideas, lesson takeaways, | /

1 and detailed answer keys

it v Standards-aligned student “l can...,” unit
review, and unit note-taking sheets

il v DBQ-style culminating essay assessment

and authentic PBL project
i

PRINT & DIGITAL OPTIONS INCLUDED
il
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CIVICS & GOVERNMENT TOPICS

v'Principles of the Constitution: checks & balances,
federalism, individual rights, limited government, popular
sovereignty, republicanism, the rule of law, separation of
powers

v'Founding Documents: Declaration of Independence, The
Preamble to the US Constitution, Federalist Papers # 1, 10,
& 51, George Mason’s Objections essay

v'Modern America: survey data on beliefs about
government responsibilities, political cartoons, news articles f

v'Other Types of Government: anarchy, autocracy,
confederation, direct democracy, monarchy, oligarchy,
socialism, theocracy, unitary

“ This unit is pound-for-pound the best | have purchased!
Downloaded as a PDF or Google, the assignments are easily
paced. | print off materials and post them on Classroom.

Thank you! | will be purchasing more!! — Kara G. ”




Use gummy bears [~
to challenge and
assess learning!

™

Analyze political
cartoons to connect
concepts to real life!

VARIETY OF ACTIVIT!ES »

Explore Constitutional principles with political
cartoons & gummy bears

Closely analyze Declaration, Preamble, Federalist
& Anti-Federalist Essay excerpts

Contrast other types of government with
examples & gummy bears

Analyze recent Pew data & current events

Listen to engaging podcasts on these topics

68

| used this resource with my 10th-grade government
class. We read some of our textbooks as a base and

then used the unit to make it real for them. They
were more engaged, and it was easy to link in
current events with each lesson. - Glenda L.

”




Symbols and visuals to

support conceptual
i understanding

Deepen connections
with hexagonal thinking

© Let's Cultivate Greatness

Collaborative, spatial
activities to promote
low-stakes student talk
& demonstrate learning
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for deepening understanding | &% /

v' Lesson-specific inquiry questions to build
toward overarching unit inquiry

v Collaborative end-of-unit brainstorming
exercise

v' Detailed outline template form

v' Step-by-step instructional slides to guide
outlining process

v Thesis & topic sentence templates

AN

Essay writing skill how-to handouts
v" Student-friendly rubrics
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Now, i your time t dream big and boldly bout what you want t accomplish thisyear that uphotds, strengthens, reconigils ,..§
to yoar two core values. Think about how powerfil "a more perfoct union” is th America’s mission statement, Don't be afrdid o e,
big. Wite down your goal below.

BIG GOAL

“Thirdly, brainstorm the action items you will commit to this year in order to work towards and accomplish Yyour goal, whi 8

your core values, Renemiber, mission statements are bigger than a weekly to-do lists, they are the principles you will comntit t
Yourself accntable o for at least the PN year, because its ahways

agood idea to revisit and revise your mission statement from time o, time. While the Preamble contains 5 action items, you should
limie yours w 23 beiefly worded items to increase your likelihood of success.

ACTION ITEM #1

ACTION ITEM #2

Hotsp g,

{ [ % ®
AcrowrrEM#s_/ @V‘Q ‘f,w. |

T
Lastly, you will want to spend so m&!;
statement. Go back to the exany 5

ions for how to craft a meani

ey,
S l‘l(f;":k?’}'m% e Wiy
Tt g, o iy AT
You, 2Pt ;
BRIEF - no more than one o Fin, NZ"?”'&,@ *’;‘;W%(_ w;’;'w,ng A,
VALUE-DRIVEN - core val T thag e B, M:%g,;,,‘,;’_:ﬂb{y%
STRONG VERB - lead wi 4 :
SPECIFIC - use precise
excellence”)
ALLITERATION - use wg
to do so (this suggestion,

SENSE OF UNEXPE
parallel, create a sense!

My Mission Statement
Oy [

T roe of B0

o g oo
of miemon. You wl e
P —

Famdy Proywcal actety Bang creatve  Tryeg sew Sungs Monesty
Natw Duing indagancert Financis ststity Raigon Cutura wacitions
Tokrg rans Buksng communty  Accectng myset [ ohoweg Prouh Eacaton
Compenon Sosrg rtiers Wernsj smars Sanrg 0P Borg unam

P - .
Y s Makng hart wn

MISSION STATEMENT

Connect making conscious value-based gogls yvitb
those made by the Framers in the US Constitution’s
Preamble & founding documents.

v Step-by-step project overview to
identify core values & desired goals

v' Advice for writing a specific, value-
driven, and powerful personal
mission statement

v’ Statement sheets for recording &
committing to mission statement

THE PERFECT PROJECT TO
START THE YEAR STRONG!
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UPPORTS & ASSESSMENT

v'Pacing guide with standards
checklist

v Daily driving questions, bell ringers,

closures

v Step-by-step lesson plans
v'Lesson background & takeaways
v Answer keys & rubrics
v'Graphic note taking sheets
v Skill how-to handouts
nstructional slide deck

vl

Print & digital o

otions
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Unit Standards
4 00 b i ongaget et oy A R b B po o @ et P D

Explain e importance of & writen Conaliuion and messin saterment.

Cx5iam how e feckersl Govermert MR Fe mascn ted 1 £ e Preamtse of e
US. Consttten

Explam each of P prncpies of Amercan Gmocracy. checks and belances.
SeOerhum. A "I, VAT OVEmrt, (PUM KOO, FeENIACASS
4 e of . 30 aparation of powers.

Comnect T concerms of e Founding Fathers i he jrincipies snd provisons n
e Constiuion

Explan how e U5, Constivtion ks B jower of e rationsl governemant
Explain P §rincipies axpressed I e Daciarmion of Independence n how Py
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
Y, _— LESSON PLANS
Suggested Lesson
A 0’ d de Aﬂl‘y‘l‘l i d
[ ) + s students read either individually, in small groups, or a5 a whole class, have them code in the margins for those
. Ei}m,AMKWumau ind compare thew markings, thoughts, and questions
Students
b8 DECLARATION OF INIJEPEliDEEwggwEmi

Planning & Preparation H@\P ‘ﬁ}\ P\aﬂﬂ\ﬂ@ JﬂPS
4 Links 10 (:\00@\2 files

FOUNDING OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY (0SSOI | LesconT{JNEESSS Plsnning & Preparation. ————————

e ———————————— ———————————————————— OVERVIEW — As the podcast epy 2 class periods class. The release date is included 10 more easlly find the episode via podcast apps.
€Ome 1o Mmesn My Transcripts are available for most epsodes. You wil want to download the episcde

General Notes continued m Z aJWaiﬂ s aekcyomsposs) et audho and transeript files in case they ever become unavailable.
This episode has a longer-than-usual, but still entertaining, introduction lasting the first

Included Resources

b There are ondless Principles p
Unit Review & Standards, Skills Sheets (Google version w 1 stross for the purg| & Concept Definition  "v® ™ntes, before it gets nto the content
These handouts guide students in taking control of their learning. Students can use the Unvt Review & Standards to to hokd oursd sheets Founding Documents: Declaration of Indepandence (Januacy 29, 2019 / 26 minutes)
check thew understanding after each activity and review the content at the end of the unit. The Skill Sheets assist ing & bold pr Declaragion of hatpe/feww civics 101 podcast org/civics- 101 laation

Independence sheets  Depending on students’ incaming knowledge (from a previous unit or clas
Locke and the Enlightenment ideas of social contract and natural rights,
Podcast episode to formally review those concepts in your introduction of the episode.

students in comasi

T e com OUNDING OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY . . .

and writing v 4 2 Highlighters {optonall gy, are two sources that provide a great extension, i desired. First is  video with

gl An inquiry unit exploring the origins of our core principles. U n It Ove rVI ews I Ve e b e s
_— ___ OVERVIEW —| “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?” Second is an article that fact ched)

°
st g : e Wide range of ways
e versd . . 3
‘ol Links, Course Enduring Understanding & Outcomes NS, Docloravon of buiapeniience who endeved o,
s e ou a bird’s eye view R, i ol .
& Civics Driving Question: How is our American democracy defined? ey, dhis I
Grestases Is hiviog & cloo vidon Tt reflecs one' cors valves . Corevaias, oo, oo EEERERIEA L | O CO ete activities
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thinking, and Students wil know Studonts wil demonsrate they can O g docaments . Google version: - =
Project Topics Addressed -+ the concept American derny < v the C
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stodents tot]  understanding of Aman dan o ¢ + Have students o| * <00 for bty itk 1.t g TN iy, 1 i
P v 3 200y
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Student-friendly

Real-life examples
with images

When thinking about American democracy, is it S t e p - by- St e p Persongly

interferenc
1 An EVOLUTION over time (then vs. 0
it's the f]
DONE TR €Ssay su pport (
2 A STRUGGLE hetween aur two core
values (libert

3 A COLLECTE \ & o — :
more central \ Each branch is ;ubjcct to multiple constitutional restraints
\

Mic OFF

the OTHER two branch
‘Whid y the o branches.

person How can you capture your overall

position with these 3 claims in a single

THESIS SENTENCE?

Each branch can (and of?en does) 'O'IECK_' the others,

THESIS SENTENCE

SLIDE DECK
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TAKE A PEEK.. /.

definitions Print PDF & editable
Google file options for all
student materials to tailor

to your classroom needs

ACTIVITY

i be 10 €O
ereboars i the

bt

Sedenalint Papak
i,

[ Pl hontet @ o

c0AT - . s Al EmE -8 Swe3 3% 7 taneg

[The Federalist Papers
A colection of 85 essays was published betwoen October 1878 and August 1788 They were written by
Alsxander Hamiton, James Mackson, and Jobn Jay under the pseudonym "Publius.” Federsl No. 1 0pens the
argument for a new government, and No. 10 for the need for a republic. No. 51 promotes checks and
Dalaces
Define any boided and unknown words. then summarize each excerpt And note where you see the undedying
vaiues of iberty and equally.

INO. 1 Tra viger of goverment is sssentar 19 the security of ibedy. that, n e contemplation of & seund and
ot forr fgment thes rlerest Can v be separatid. and al 3 dangercus amblon moro chen Lrka Eehnd the
Specious mask of 2eal for the rghts of Pe pecgie than under e forbidden appearance of 2eal for the frmness and

*flcency of govemment

Summarzaton: TYPE HERE

No. 10 . adw promised by & Union, none deserves 1 be more accurately
Goveloped Pan its lendency 1o break and control the vickence of faction .. By 8 1acson, | understand & rumber of
CHizors. whether amourting 10 a majority or @ minority of the whole, who are usied and actusted by some common
imputve of passicn, or of Intereet, S3vrsad 1o the rights of othar GRS,




FREQUENTLY ASKE

What do you mean by “inquiry-driven”?
Inquiry-driven means using an intriguing question to guide and focus the unit. They correct misconceptions, dig into paradoxes, and challenge
ideas. This means activities are framed to deepen understanding and build on each other for students to develop a nuanced, supported answer
by the end of the unit.

Traditional units tend to have self-contained activities that comprehensively cover each topic. These can be necessary if students have a state-
created comprehensive EOC exam.

These inquiry units take a “less is more” approach. They cover core civics topics through focused angles to allow more time for critical thinking
skills and real-world connections. This curriculum is best for teachers in a more flexible situation who are looking to dive deeper into skill building.

What do you mean by “project-based”?
Project-based means content and skills culminate in an authentic, real-world project that students work towards all unit long. Each unit contains
one of these projects.

Will this work for middle school?

This curriculum is designed for a high school level. | use these units with my very mixed-ability on-level 12th-grade Civics class, but | don't
recommend it for middle school unless you are willing to make edits and adaptations. Middle school teachers have had success with the smaller
activity kits.

Is this editable?
Yes! All student materials come in both print PDF and editable Google versions, so you can customize them to meet your student's needs.

Is there a pacing guide? Is there a way to see everything at a glance?

Yes! A pacing guide with estimated class periods each lesson sequence will take is included. Also, within each lesson are estimated times each
activity should take. Students also receive a unit-at-a-glance handout with review questions and an “l can...” standards checklist.
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