
3 week inquiry unit
Kick off your Civics class with confidence on 

Day 1 with this complete unit.

PRINT & DIGITAL OPTIONS INCLUDED

FOUNDATIONS OF AMEICAN 

DEMOCRACY

ü 25 mix & match student activities plus a 
60-slide instructional slide deck

ü Unit overview and pacing guide

ü Overarching unit and daily lesson inquiry 
questions to drive the content

ü Step-by-step daily lesson plans with 
accommodation ideas, lesson takeaways, 
and detailed answer keys

ü Standards-aligned student “I can…,” unit 
review, and unit note-taking sheets 

ü DBQ-style culminating essay assessment 
and authentic PBL project



CIVICS & GOVERNMENT TOPICScovered 

“ “

z

This unit is pound-for-pound the best I have purchased! 
Downloaded as a PDF or Google, the assignments are easily 

paced. I print off materials and post them on Classroom. 
Thank you! I will be purchasing more!! – Kara G.

üPrinciples of the Constitution: checks & balances, 
federalism, individual rights, limited government, popular 
sovereignty, republicanism, the rule of law, separation of 
powers

üFounding Documents: Declaration of Independence, The 
Preamble to the US Constitution, Federalist Papers # 1, 10, 
& 51, George Mason’s Objections essay

üModern America: survey data on beliefs about 
government responsibilities, political cartoons, news articles

üOther Types of Government: anarchy, autocracy, 
confederation, direct democracy, monarchy, oligarchy, 
socialism, theocracy, unitary



VARIETY OF ACTIVITIESincluded 

“

“
Explore Constitutional principles with political 
cartoons & gummy bears

Closely analyze Declaration, Preamble, Federalist 
& Anti-Federalist Essay excerpts

Contrast other types of government with 
examples & gummy bears

Analyze recent Pew data & current events

Listen to engaging podcasts on these topics 

Use gummy bears 
to challenge and 
assess learning!

Analyze political 
cartoons to connect 
concepts to real life!o

I used this resource with my 10th-grade government 
class. We read some of our textbooks as a base and 

then used the unit to make it real for them. They 
were more engaged, and it was easy to link in 
current events with each lesson. - Glenda L.
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SUPPORTS & SCAFFOLDSincluded 

Deepen connections 
with hexagonal thinking 

Symbols and visuals to 
support conceptual 
understanding

Collaborative, spatial 
activities to promote 

low-stakes student talk 
& demonstrate learning

o



DBQ ESSAY

© Let’s Cultivate Greatness

ü Unit-long inquiry question with note-taking 
for deepening understanding

ü Lesson-specific inquiry questions to build 
toward overarching unit inquiry

ü Collaborative end-of-unit brainstorming 
exercise

ü Detailed outline template form

ü Step-by-step instructional slides to guide 
outlining process

ü Thesis & topic sentence templates

ü Essay writing skill how-to handouts

ü Student-friendly rubrics

Culminating 



ü Step-by-step project overview to 
identify core values & desired goals

ü Advice for writing a specific, value-
driven, and powerful personal 
mission statement

ü Statement sheets for recording & 
committing to mission statement

MISSION STATEMENT
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Connect making conscious value-based goals with 
those made by the Framers in the US Constitution’s 

Preamble & founding documents.  

project 

THE PERFECT PROJECT TO 

START THE YEAR STRONG!



üPacing guide with standards 
checklist

üDaily driving questions, bell ringers, 
& closures

üStep-by-step lesson plans
üLesson background & takeaways
üAnswer keys & rubrics
üGraphic note taking sheets
üSkill how-to handouts
üInstructional slide deck
üPrint & digital options

SUPPORTS & ASSESSMENTSincluded 
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Info At-a-Glance 

Lesson
Takeaway

t

Daily Inquiry,
Directions &
Background 

contextt

Helpful planning tips

t& Links to Google files

Unit Overviews give 
you a bird’s eye view 
of everything at once!

TAKE A PEEKinside

Lesson Plans 
come with step-

by-step directions

Wide range of ways 
to complete activities!

Pacing guide 
& standards o

Vocabulary 
supports 
throughout

LESSON
every

Quick link to 
Google files

Closing formative 
assessmentUNIToverview

Digital versions are 
fully editable!

t

t



Real-life examples
with images
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ACTIVITY
Student-friendly 
definitions

TAKE A PEEKinside

SLIDE DECK
Instructional

each

Step-by-step 
essay support

Print PDF & editable 
Google file options for all 
student materials to tailor 
to your classroom needs

o

o
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FREQUENTLY ASKED questions
What do you mean by “inquiry-driven”?
Inquiry-driven means using an intriguing question to guide and focus the unit. They correct misconceptions, dig into paradoxes, and challenge 
ideas. This means activities are framed to deepen understanding and build on each other for students to develop a nuanced, supported answer 
by the end of the unit. 

Traditional units tend to have self-contained activities that comprehensively cover each topic. These can be necessary if students have a state-
created comprehensive EOC exam. 

These inquiry units take a “less is more” approach. They cover core civics topics through focused angles to allow more time for critical thinking 
skills and real-world connections. This curriculum is best for teachers in a more flexible situation who are looking to dive deeper into skill building.

What do you mean by “project-based”?
Project-based means content and skills culminate in an authentic, real-world project that students work towards all unit long. Each unit contains 
one of these projects. 

Will this work for middle school?
This curriculum is designed for a high school level. I use these units with my very mixed-ability on-level 12th-grade Civics class, but I don’t 
recommend it for middle school unless you are willing to make edits and adaptations. Middle school teachers have had success with the smaller 
activity kits.

Is this editable?
Yes! All student materials come in both print PDF and editable Google versions, so you can customize them to meet your student's needs. 

Is there a pacing guide? Is there a way to see everything at a glance?
Yes! A pacing guide with estimated class periods each lesson sequence will take is included. Also, within each lesson are estimated times each 
activity should take. Students also receive a unit-at-a-glance handout with review questions and an “I can…” standards checklist.


