
2-week Complete unit
Cover this core content confidently with these 

collaborative activities & lecture kit!

STATE RELATIONS &

FEDERALISM

PRINT & DIGITAL OPTIONS INCLUDED

ü Detailed 63-slide lecture kit with guided 
notes and assessment questions

ü Graphic organizer notes of delegated, 
reserved, concurrent, & denied powers

ü Constitutional excerpt analysis and 
paraphrase

ü Collaborative scenario card sorting 
activity with various powers

ü Political cartoon & news source analysis 

ü Sorting review & quiz game

ü Shared powers research project



TOPICS & STANDARDS

“
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• Explain why the Founding Fathers adopted a federal 
system of government instead of a unitary system

• Categorize government powers as national, state, or 
shared and as delegated, denied, concurrent, or 
reserved to the states and people

• Explain how the U.S. Constitution limits the power of 
national and state governments

• Examine current issues as they relate to federalism and 
the relationship states have with the federal government

• Explain a citizen’s responsibilities, duties, and 
obligations of citizenship

• Research a social studies issue to answer a question

• Create an original product on a social studies topic

covered 

EACH ACTIVITY IS STAND-ALONE, LETTING YOU 
PLUG & PLAY TO FIT YOUR CLASSROOM NEEDS 
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LECTURE KIT

63-slide deck covering
ü Federal vs. unitary vs. confederation

ü Benefits & costs to federalism

ü Delegated, denied, reserved, & 
concurrent powers

ü Supremacy clause & hierarchy

ü Federal grants system

ü Full faith & credit, extradition, 
privileges & immunities clauses

FEDERALISM

If you’re new to Civics, this
 is a MUST-HAVE!

& state relations

z
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TAKE A PEEKinside
Historical & current-day 
connections for greater 
contextual understanding

Data maps & visuals  
to illustrate concepts 

and examples 

Real-life recent 
examples of concepts 

Easy-to-follow 
slides with extensive 
teacher script with 
tons of bonus info
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MAKE THIS PRIMARY SOURCE 

ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL STUDENTS

INCLUDES

ü Relevant Excerpts of delegated, denied, 
reserved, and concurrent powers

ü Blank Option to read and paraphrase 
four kinds of powers 

ü Pre-Paraphrased Option for younger or 
lower readers

ü Digital Option for translation or further 
modifications

z

CONSTITUTIONAL excerpts
Students start with the source—the Constitution—seeing what it says and doesn’t 

say about federal and state powers and the rights retained by the people.
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INCLUDES

ü 44 Image Sorting Cards of realistic 
examples of each delegated, denied, 
reserved, and concurrent powers

ü Category Label Slips to collaboratively 
sort cards by who holds which power

ü  Whole-Class or Small-Group options 
for how to run the activity

z

POWERS SORTINGactivity
o

Using their Constitution handouts, students sort hypothetical-yet-realistic 
examples into which level of government (federal, state, or the people) is in 

charge. This dives deeper than the typical oversimplified Venn diagram. 
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INCLUDES

ü Blank Notes to fill in as a whole 
class, small group, or individual

ü List of Powers to assign to the 
appropriate category 

ü Digital Option for translation or 
further modifications

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER notes

CREATE A MORE ACCURATE LOOK AT FEDERALISM

Use as reinforcement of the division of powers or as a summative quiz. 

o
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BRING IN REAL-LIFE CURRENT 
EVENTS OF FEDERALISM

INCLUDES

üGraphic organizer worksheets to 
analyze any cartoon or article 

üHow-to skill sheets with step-by-
step analysis supports

üLinks to recommended cartoon 
databases and news organizations

z
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POLITICAL CARTOON & NEWSanalysis
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SHARED RESPONSIBILITIESproject kitCover both federalism and the duties of citizenship with 
this assign-and-go research poster project. 

Multiple options for implementing are included!

PROJECT AT-A-GLANCE

Research 15 included aspects of society 

we rely on the government to manage

Gather examples of how federal, state, and 

local governments and the people all work 

toward addressing them

Present findings and reflect on the balance 

of responsibilities   
Step-by-step 

student directions 
& rubric  

ALL ACTIVITIES COME IN BOTH PDF 
& EDITABLE GOOGLE FILES
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US FEDERALISMreview kit
Practice, review, & assess the basics of federalism and the 

division of powers with this flexible activity kit.

Multiple activity options included!

WHAT’S INCLUDED

ü Google Slide Deck of 45 visual-driven examples 
for students to sort into delegated, reserved, 
concurrent, and denied

ü PDF Activity Quiz sheet to accompany slide 
deck or use solo

ü Google Doc Activity Quiz with drop-down 
menu & visuals

ü Graphic Organizer to construct own division of 
powers display 
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